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Ir is probable chat 
the art of fermentation 1 a i 
of the grape long continued to be 
| ſubſtance that was eſteemed capable 

converted into a vinous exhilarating. 
quor. In proceſs of time, it was 
the ſeeds of many plants were 
- vinous fermentation, and o 


into a b«verage, if not more palatable, at leaſt - 
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as ſalutary. e | 1 
The art of diſtillation, or of ſe parating ti th 
| ardent ſpirit from the remaining ingre 

- a fermented liquor, is ſaid to have beet 
- firſt invented by a Grecian phyſici 
have beęn e and brought nearl 
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as government of che ſueceſſors Fr Maho- 
ms. 


During many ages this art 1 hot: 


5 in the hands of apothecaries and com- 


pounders of medicines; and ardent ſpirits 


were never uſed except under the direction 


of phyſicians, as a cordial in certain diſeaſes. 
Were the firſt inventors and improvers of 


diſtillation to riſe from their tombs, with 
what ſurpriſe would they behold a liquid | | 


which they adminiſtered only in particular 
caſes, and in dozes not exceeding a dram, 


become the general beverage ef the people? 


PhyGcians ſometimes preſcribe ftrong ſtimu- 
lants, which, if taken in large quantities, 
would prove poiſonous ; but he would be a 
bold adventurer who ſhould attempt to per- 
ſuade us that ſuch medicines would prove | 


ſalutary as our daily food. 


The inbabitants of warmer climates, where 


the ſun ripens into perfection the juice of 
the grape, ſeldom taſte the wine which it 
produces, or the ſpirit which it yields by 


diſtillation. But in our northern climate 
ſoine exhilarating drink ſeems abſolutely ne- 


ceſſary to promote our health and comfort; 


and the queſtion i is, whether fermented li- 
2 qu or, 


tal 


quor, or the. ardent! ſpir rit derived «from i, 
zs beſt adapted to anſwer the purpoſe ? - 

It appears that this queſtion ought to * 
ſolved. by a reference to the different ſituas = 
tions and employments of mankind. Per- | 


ſons. of ſedentary profeſſions, and who have 25 


few opportunities of taking exerciſe in the 
open air, are perhaps leſs liable to injury 
from diluted ſpirits in moderation, than 
from fermented liquors. But for the great 
maſs of our labouring poor, a claſs of men 


1 whom it ought to be a principal object with Y bs 
every wiſe legiſlature to render comfortable | 


and happy, ſpirits, unleſs taken occaſionally, 
and by way of cordial, operate as a ſlow poi- 
men., hs frequent uſe of this liquid gra- 
dually creates an inſatiable appetite for it, 
which impels the devoted victim to ſeek the 
means of gratification even by the perpetration 
of crimes. The exceſſive uſe of either ſpecies 
of liquor, we admit, brings its peculiar diſ- 


eaſes, which it is unneceſſary here to diſcuſs, 1 


But if excels | is to be admitted, the labour- . 


ing part of the community are certainly leſs OS 


expoſed to injury from the too liberal uſe of © ; 


good ale and. porter, than of ſpirits, even 
when diluted, * 7 
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A wiſe lebilzture will therefore endeavour, 15 
by the impoſition of ſuitable duties, to raiſe 
the price of ſpirits, ſo as to prevent the ex- 
ceſſive uſe of them among the labouring | 
Poor ; while, at the ſame time, it will re- 
move every impediment which prevents the 
manufacture and conſumption of good fer- 
mented liquors. 

By the late regulations refpedting the Di- 
ſtillery, this branch of buſineſs, in the low- 
lands of Scotland, is made to approach ſome- 
what nearer the Engliſh Diſtillery, reſpecting 

the quantity of public taxes impoſed upon 
each; but the exemption granted in favour 
of the highland diftrit muſt ever operate 
| unfayourably, both to the Brewery and Di- 
ſtillery, in the low country: of Scotland. 

It is a common, though a very erroneous 
opinion, that the Diſtillery | is a far greater 
object of importance to the farmer and land- 
g holder for the conſumption of grain, and to 
the public as a ſource of revenue, than the 
Brewery; ; and, through the prevalence of 
this opinion, the landlords of Scotland have 
0 exerted their united efforts to protect and en- 
coptage the Diſtillery, while they have per- 
i the . to languiſh under an 
„ : odious 


. ( s * Ca 

Ash a partial poſt which, like a mitts | 
ſtone hung about its neck, has operated as a 
prohibition ' of that improvement which EO. 
might create a more general conſumption o“ 
malt liquors, and yield a n amount of 
Futur revenue. e 
It ſhall appear from 15 Slowine" 40050 En Ol 
ments, that the Brewery, if left anfettered, 3 ; 
is better adapted for the conſumption o 
Tf grain, and the production of revenue, than: 
- the Diſtillery. The cauſes which have pre 


vented this from being verified 1 in a Scotland, 
ſhall be afterwards conſidered. | 
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Kipottdmdi of the Brewery to' \ the Far armer and | | 
Landbolder, in tbe C 1 of BARLE bY, | 


WxꝝXx we to look back to the An a or. + 
Scotland before the eſtabliſhment of local or 
towns impoſts on the Brewery, we might | 

ſhow, that fermented malt-liquors were cal- 
culated to produce an immenſe conſumption _ 
of grain. But after theſe impoſts (to be af- 
 terwards med) have laid, as it were, a 
| grave- 
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Steve ſtone upon the Brewer in Soap, 
it is not fair to conclude, from the preſent 
düchinutive proportion of grain conſumed in 
the Scotch Brewery, that it is not capable 
of conſuming a larger quantity. In order ta 
reaſon fairly upon the ſubject, let the pro- 
portion conſumed by the iſland at large be 
taken, including England, on whoſe Brewery 
no ſuch partial taxes have been impoſed. 

In England, it is calculated, that the pub- 
lie Brewer, upon an average, uſes one quar- 
ter of malt in making 2x barrels: of ſtrong 
beer, and alſo one quarter of ae in a making 
fix barrels of ſmall beer. 


From the beſt information we can obtain, 


WAL 


it appears, that the average quantity of ſtrong 


beer annually brewed in England by the 
public Brewers, amounts to above 4,500,000 
barrels, and of ſmall beer to nearly 


2, ooo, oo0 of ' barrels; beſides table-beer, 


which we ſhall take no notice of, as we, have 
no acceſs to know the amount, Hence the 


. total average of malt conſumed in the public 


Brewery of e 65 0 333.33 3 guar 
rr. 1 8 e | 
The quantity of 8 FE made. by. he 

public Brewer 1 in Scotland, in the year end- 
| OP ing 


: 
- 
R 


4 5 1 


* 


ing at Midſummer 1796, was 51775 bar- 
rels; of twopenny ale, 146,238 barrels; and 
or ſmall Peer 2 38,193 barrels. At the ſat 
eſtimate of 25 barrels of ſtrong ale, 4 barrels 
of twopenny, and 6 barrels. of ſmall beer, 
each from a quarter of malt, the annual con- 
ſumption of malt in the Scotch e a- 


mounts to $2,611 quarters. W. 


Hence the total average of malt CITIES ; 
annually i in the public Brenz of both king 


doms is 2,415,944 quarters. FA 


Every perſon, who examines this atemagt 1 
muſt be ſtruck with the magnitude of the 
conſumption of grain occaſioned by the pub= _ 
lic Brewery of this iſland, and muſt be ſa- 
tisfied that it holds out an immenſe market 


to the farmer and landholder. | 

At the ſame time, every one muſt be 
ſtruck with the very ſmall comparative pro- 
portion of malt conſumed in the ban 
Brewery of Scotland. 


By the towns impoſts chiefly has 5 pro- 
greſs of the Scotch Brewery been checked, 


the balance turned in favour of the Diſtil- 
lery, and the malt- liquor of England ena- 
bled to drive what was manufactured 1 in 


Scotland out of our own. markes 
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It may now bo proper to Jnfticies: a com- 
pariſon between the Brewery and Diſtillery 
of this iſland, as affording a premium to 
the cultivator, by the conſumption of grain, 

From the beſt information we can obtain, 
18 average quantity of ſpirits annually ma- 
nufactured in England, for home · conſump- : 
tion, does not exceed 4,000,000 gallons, : nd 
for exportation, 1,000,000 gallons, in all 
5,000,000 of gallons. The quantity, of ſpi- 
rits drawn from a quarter of grain is there 
ſtated at 18 gallons : but ſuppoſe the Eng- 
liſh diſtillers only. obtain 17 gallons per 
quarter. Hence, the annual conſumption 
of grain by the diſtillery of England does 


not exceed 294,117 quarters; but we 1 Dy. 


call it 300,000 quarters. _ 
Since the Diſtillery of Scotland was fub- 

jected to the licence-duty, we have no data 
from which to calculate the quantity of 
grain annually conſumed in that manufac- 
ture. But from the general uſe of ſpirits in 
this country, there 1s reaſon to ſuppoſe, that 
the quantity is very great. Let us admit, 
that it equals the amount of grain annually 
conſumed in the Diſtillery of England; the 
quantity, then, of grain annually conſumed 
1026 in 


{Sy 


in the Diſtillery of both We does not 
exceed 600,000 quarters. Aſp 
The quantity annually ls by hs 
public Brewery of both kingdoms, was al- 
ready ſtated'to be 2,415,944 quarters. Hence 
there is a balance in favour of the Brewery, 
with regard to the conſumption of grain, of 
1,815,944 quarters. This balance, which far 
exceeds the amount of grain conſumed by the 
Diſtillery of both countries, ariſes even at pre- 
ſent; while the Brewery of Scotland, fettered 
by a partial impoſt, is prevented from conſu- 
ming that quantity of grain which would 
take place, were it in all reſpects upon a level : 
with the aan th of av; are n | 
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Importance of the Brewery as a Source of 
'PuBLIC REVENUE. 


Hi again, from the Streſſed) ſtate of 
the Scotch Brewery, we are unable to draw 
any very favourable concluſions from the 
quantum of revenue it yields to the State. 
Had things been left to their natural courſe ; 5 
had the e Brewery: of Scotland not been fetter- 


| 


ed, 5 


W ) 


ed, while its rivals, the Diſtillery of Scbt- 
land and the Brewery of England, enjoyed 


freedom : it is more than probable that the 
amount of revenue, produced from it, would 
now have borne the fame proportion to the 


population of Scotland, that the revenue a- 


riſing from the Engliſh Brewery bears to the 


population of that country, Had not the 
Brewery of Scotland been fettered in its opera- 


tions, its produce ſhould have increaſed with 


the increafing population and wealth of the 


country, inftead of ſuffering a lamentable 


diminution. In viewing the Brewery as a 


ſource of public revenue, it is therefore fair 


to take into conſideration what the Brewery 
yields to Government in both parts of the 
iſland ; for to infer from the ſmall amount 
of revenne yielded by the Scotch Brewery 


at preſent, that it is not capable of yielding 


a greater amount, would be as unreaſonable 


as to aſſert, that becauſe a man, whoſe legs . 


are faſtened in the ſtocks, cannot walk, he 


is hence incapable of walking though he 


were ſet at liberty. 


This diminutive i of attic re- 
venue is chiefly to be aſcribed to the town's 
impoſts; for beſides their other bad conſe- 5 


__ quences, 


| quences, being charged 

along with the King 8 r on ale, mey 
operate as a powerful temptation to evade 
both. It is a general principle, that where 


ſtrong temptations exiſt, frequent deviations. 
from the. line of rectitude may WM expected, 


; . . f 


man; * the true way to make BY honeſt, 

is to remove every temptation which may 

impel him in the oppoſite direction. 
The annual average of exciſe-· duties o on ale 

and beer 1 in England, excluſive of malt-du- 

ty, exceeds + , = 7 ano oe 

The duty on each quarter of grain 15 
made into malt! in England 1 is 10 8. 

6 d.; but as 48. per quarter of this T3 
duty, which was impoſed in May 85 
1780, was intended to affect pri- 
vate Brewers and Diſtillers only, 
the law allows the public Brewer 

a drawback out of his ale-duties _ 

: equivalent to 4 8. per quarter on 

the malt he conſumes, which re- 
duces his malt · duty to 6 8. 64. per 
quarter; cherefore the malt- duty OG 
on the. above 2,333,333 quarters 

conſumed in the Engliſh Brewery. 

B 2 Carried forward, L. 1, Soo 


4 2 


Brought forward, £ 50 dees 
amounts 10 e 4 — ———— 


\ 


ih bee N 


Total ot malt 4 5 le duties 


8 che Engliſh Brewery Nelcz, 4 , 2.558933 


The ale- duty in Scotland, for the year : 15 5 

ending Midſummer 1796, was L. $4,908 : 
The duty on each quarter of grain ; 
- made into malt in Scotland, is 
5 s. 3 d.; ; but as 28. per quarter 
of this duty i 18 allowed to be drawn 
back in the ſame way, as above 


ſtated, reſpecting England, the 


8 


neat duty paid by the Brewer for 


the malt he conſumes is 38. 3d. 
per quarter; therefore the duty on 
82,611 quarters of malt, formerly % 
ſtated to be annually conſumed in 
the public Brewery 91 Scotland, i 
amounts to „„ of 845 1 3424 


Total of malt ad 180 duty 4 1 L. 68 340 
Scotch Brewery yields, _ ; 
Therefore: the annual average fin 
mount of duties the Engliſh - 
and Scotch Breweries conjunct- 


Jy Fight, i:: L.2,626, 657 


OK. « 1 „ 


To 


13 5 


To this add the duty, on chat part tel Tt” Þ 

the hops which the public Brew- 
ery conſumes in both parts of the 

< - iſland, and which cannot. be leſs 
eee when. 

Therefore the amount of all the FRO 1 8 

the Brewery: of both countries "+ 


_ 


N will not be leſs than L. 2 7b 6 5 7 


A force of revenue 1 1 0 the 3 he | 


leaſt fluctuating, and moſt ſecure, of any 
in the kingdom; and which it is highly the 


intereſt of Government to increaſe, by re- 


moving thoſe impediments which have di- 
miniſhed the produce, and of conſequence 


7 


the Nye, that ei ariſe from the Scotch 


Brewery. b e 
But i in 3 to put 5 matter in a 1 


— 


er point of view, it may alſo be proper to 


inſtitute a compariſon between the Brewery 


and Diſtillery, in both parts of the iſland, 


reſpecting the revenue which each produ- 
ces; as was done reſpecting che grain which 


6 each conſumes. 


The duty levied from n manu- 
factured in England for the year preceding 
July 1795, (the amount of which exceeded 


| ( 1 Pres ot 
all former N 8 was adden under 
L. e He > HF 
| 55 But fix) +; — | L. Bo6g000 
I We have already wn the ey 
fl of grain annually conſumed t by che 
| . Engliſh ' Diſtillery to be 300,000 : 


quarters; but as Diſtillers uſe at 
__— | leaſt two-thirds of their grain in an 
unmalted ſtate, the quantity f 
malt conſumed in this manufac- 
ture is only 100, 00 eee fe 51 
hich they pay the full  malt-duty | 
of 108. 6d. Per quarkers armount- vort 
v "EE. 2 „as con Od | $2,560 
Toral of 3 FR Girit 3 5 5 
kbe Englith Corn Diſtil- * 


e 4 


The ay: on licenſed uns; in elbe 
country of Scotland for the year 
ending 1794 (which was more pro- 
ductive than the year following, 

* when che diſtilleries were one) - 
W mounted t bw =— 220 984329 


* * ; 5 P 1 * Ws 2 


"Carried forward, 1 98,329 | 


T7 * 


ede forward, „L "0009 
Andi in WY: nn the duty on 3 
leenſed a or” the 2 rk 75 5 nnd 
Es” | | — — : 


1 Total APY PRC of the 8 1. 1 11 1 36 
| agen, for one . 1 50 


11 18 very difficult to FER a compu- 
tation of the malt-duty paid by 
| the Scotch Diſtillery. On the one 
banda, it is certain, that the Diſtil- 
lers in this country, like thoſe in 5 
England, uſe a large proportion of _ „ 
unmalted grain; on the other 5 . + 
hand, the highland diſtrict, which | 1 
employs a much larger proportion 0 5 : : ; 
of licenſed gallons than the low 1 + 1 | L | 
diſtri, pays no malt-duty. But 1 
let us aſſume, for the ſake of ar- 
gument, that the Scotch Diſtillery, 5 5 
Uke the Engliſh, pays duty for = fa oj 
10 oo, oo quarters of malt. This, . a . 2 
- 85 35 che full malt-duty in 


of > i 


. Carried forward, 8 5 11 Sil 26 


; 2 bs 3 


"BE 16 
6 Brought forward, 'L 11551 126 
Scotland, amounts 5 0 i 0 50 


Total 8 EY make 3 of 1 
the Diſtillery of Segeln for 
one Year, e 
8 forward duttez the Engliſh | 1 

Diſtillery yields | 852,500 


L. 146976 


— — 
1 
Fo 


Total duties the Diſtillery | os 1 E ; 70 | 


Great Brin yields, | 


But we have OE. thang: that the 
Brewery of Great Britain e - Yields 
L. 2,676,657. 88 1 : 

There is, therefore, a balance in favour 
of the Brewery of Great Britain, as a ſource 
of public revenue, amounting to L. i 68 2,781. 

From the preceding facts, which we have. 
drawn from authentic documents, or have 
warned the reader When we have had re- 
courſe to conjecture, it appears evident that 

. the Britiſh Brewery exhibits to the farmer 
and land- holder one of the greateſt markets 
in. the iſland for the conſumption of grain; 

while it is to Government one of the moſt 
eee and permanent ſources of public 


1 N t 
1 J $7, 3 
$ on 5 444 * * * 
e 4 


* 


"a 


"Is | 
5 4 : f 8 i : 4 , * a; c 
is N 0 : % * 8 : 5 
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* 


revenue We have 3 "OY it conſumes © 
more grain than the Diſtill. T5 „ by at lea | 


1,815,944 quarters, while it rieh more re- 
venus tothe public by at leaſt * 1,682,781. 
Every perſon who impartially peruſes thels 


„ muſt be ſatisfied that the Britiſh 


ee is highly entitled to the protection [4 1 5 


of the farmer, the land holder, the QGovern= | 
ment, and of every perſon who i 18 incereſted | 
in the proſperity of cheſe Kingdoms. AS 
The true intereſt of the Gover nment and 9 
the public, is to impoſe ſuch duties upon — 
Corn · Diſtillery as may prevent the exceſhve 
uſe of ſpirits. among the labouring part of the 
community; 3. While, on the other hand, he 
Brewery 18 relieved from every local and par: 
tial reſtraint. The only. limit which chis gene- 
ral principle admirs, i is to beware of raifing 
the price of corn- ſpirits ſo high, that the 
country may be in danger of being inunda- | 


\ 


ted by ſpirits ſmuggled from foreign parts, 


5 The Home-Diſtiller takes from the Brewer his 


yeaſt, which. othe 


7 : 


therefore much. more the intereſt of the 


Af that the people ſhould, conſurne the | 


£7 er, 


I N * 


which, are | furaiſhed 'by a  forcigh, 


wiſe would be loſt. It is 


7 4 
. 

8 8 66663 ; . f A 1 
„ 4 c 2 ; 4 1 3 5 5 
n Kt 9g , 3 
* 8 * * * pl * * % 

2 0 5 ; N 
* 


WY 7 5 


15 


10 53 


i Peftle nation. An VT we Sens If 1 Tit 15 
the propriety of preventing the excellive"uſe 
of ſpirits of any kind, and to render malt- 
liquors, of 800d quality, acceſſible” t ms 
poor. 
The Ute addition to the hebiddidhity' in 
Scotland, has not operated to enhance the 
price of corn - ſpirits ſo much as was expect⸗ ; 
ed. This may perhaps be partly aſcribed to 
the indulgence granted in favour of the 
Highland Diſtillery, which enjoys an exemp- 
tion from a great part of the duties paid by 
the low-country Diſtillery. It is in the recol- 
lection of every one, that this was formerly 
the caſe when the diſtrict of Ferintoſh enjoyed 


an exemption from duties; yet that exemp- 


tion was guarded by as many legal fences as 
the preſent exemption in favour of the Highs 
land diſtrict. Similar cauſes. will always 
produce fimilar effects. The exemption int 
favour of Ferintoſh, being confined toa ſmall 
ſpot, was much more eaſily guarded than 
the preſent, which extends over a large tract 
of country, acceſſible in all parts by arms of 
the ſea, and comprehending a vaſt number 
of iffands ; ; from which the utmoſt vigilance 
cannot exchude the introduction of lowland 


* . », a 
1 
\ 4 


* 
als NY Po 
9 
SI 


of the dutie es on coals. carried ca; ſtwyi! 


nourable Henry Dundas deſerves, immortal 


Oo 


* 


dently is pernicious to the revenue, to the 


* 


rurf,, Which a vet ſ ummer prevented them | 


preceding, ſtatements, muſt be ſtruck w 


| 5 19 N ; 


Birleys or prevent the ſpirits extracted 1 

it from paſſing into the low country. Fa 
pi Highland. Diſtillers formerly | rad 
pretenſions to an indulgence, i in 10 | 
account of the high price of fuel, 


ay places, their only fuel was p at 


1 
LH 


2 - 


* 


from accumulating in ſufficient. quantity s 


and ſuch ſummers are too frequent 1 in that 


diſtrict. Now, from the late. patr 


4 
a by 
1 N 


| tic Tel 


Sealand. fo or which 1 meaſure the Right. 12 


bonour, they can bring coals by ſea perha 2 


1711 P £417 


at as cheap A rate as moſt of the, re wers and 


1 Scotland 


4 S #& 3-4 


Et as 8417 3A. « 


„ Up | 1 the ck, therefore, the eremptian 
ew enjoy ſeems now unneceffary, and evi- 


lowland Diſtillery and Brewery. 
one who candidly, peruſes.. the 


E * 
1 


1 4 


zthe languiſhing conditic on of the 1 8 6 
Newer 7 compared with chat of England. 
eiye ſeveral. cauſes conſpiting 


mar 
| Brewer 
cs ; 1 ie 6. N 
r ; ned { 
7 tf 8 
| "'P 
\ LA 


+ 4. 5 {| 
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#* not 1 evil dy Nette FR "ks 7 55 
natural rival, the Diſtiller, as the Brewer i in 
England.” "This protection never can ariſe 
from impoſing higher duties on diſtillation, 
while that diſtrict, of all others in the iſland 
Beſt adapted for defeating the operation of 
theſe duties, enjoys an exemption from the 
largeſt | part of them * | 
The Scoteh 1 Brewer indeed, in common 
with the Scotch Diſtiller, pays only one half 
of the Engfiſh' malt. duty: but as the malt- 
| tax 1s ; charged 0 on the mere bulk; without r. re- 
9 gard t to the intrinſic quality of - barley, this | 
ſeeming indulgence f is no more than an e- 
quitable allowance for the acknowledged ir in- 
feriority of the grain of this country. | 
At the Union, ſtrong ale and ſmall beer 
brewed in Scotland became immediately 
Hable to the then exiſting Engliſh duties, 
and have fince been ſubſectec to every ad- 5 
ditional tax that Bas taken place i in England. 
Of this. "afrangenient che Scotch Brewers 


RET 


never complained: they are ready and Wil- 
ling to x pa) all the public or national taxes 
impoſed upon their manufactured produce; 


aud I their f ſole arbition. i is 900 be Par e an 


3 


N EH a F 775 
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ers in England. 


£5. ire! - fermented 


| _ malt-liquors i is ſabjeQed' to the grievous and | 


. oppreffive tax to towns, already mentioned, 


from which re" ane n is ben i 


exempted. | N 
e ens) Swe: 8 tax, dre inpeken 


| And abfurdity, has no parallel in Europe. 
eſſion of 
the Scotch Brewery; and the impropriety of 
renewing this tax for the city of Edinburgh, 5 
and other towns in fimilar circumſtances, *. 
ſhall be the object of the em 155 of , 


| This is the chief cauſe of the depre 


555 Wis Work t to o demonſtrate. 5 


0 ne ee 
* 


\ br , 
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7 he heli of continuing PW 0 15 Twi : 


' Pennies Scots,” or 1 1-60 of a Penny Sterling, 
sf on Malt Liquors Brewed withire the Furifdice 


lion of the City of Evi wathons 4 , 


Towns! in e r 


mai 18 nn was firſt FAS = to _ city | 


of f Edinburgh f. for wy Tu ks an 25 of 5 5 5 | 


cots tg. ; with their brethren, the Brow | i 


But in addition to the public taxes » which u | 


1 


eee eee 14 Scotland in 1 The 
firſt grant was limited to all ale „ brewed, 
# brought in, or vended, tapped, and ſold” 
within che city, ſaburbs, and liberties. Many 
other towns in Scotland have. followed the 
example of the capital, and at different times 
both before and after the Union, have ap- 
plied to Parliament, and obtained grants. of 
impoſts upon malt- liquors, Ye Mt the 
{ame- term. ov 1 
De Foe, in his . of the 1 p. g 
informs us, that the Engliſh commiſfoi er 
who framed. that engagement, D} to 
che continuance of the impoſt-grants,, for 
Which ſeveral. towns were then. applying. 
He obſerves, The: exciſe upon liquors pay- 


indeed was a novel- 


able to private hands inde 
* ty in England; 7 and it ſeemed very odd, 
„ that while it was pled for Scotland, that 
$. the country could pay no, more exciſe, 
application ſhould at the ſame time be 
„ made for additional duties on ale = 
+ burghs.” He. adds, But the duty. being 
4 ſo ſmall as two pennies. Scotch, which! 18 
but z of a penny Sterling, on two N ; 
66 Engliſh, ie was generally agreed to. 
This tax might appear trifling to = 3 
gliſh commiſſioners when ſuch diminutive | 
quantities 5 


"Cu }- 


| pennant es of liquor and tet were Kates 


to them. © But che ale commonly vended 26 


chat time ih Scotland, called FROPEREY e 
old at 17 8. 9 . per hogſhea, 


5 have pronounced far from triffing. 
ln dhe 30 of George J. ſeveral years _ 


fore the expiry of the former grant, the city 
„ Edinburgh obtained another act, enlar- 
ging the term of the former grant for nine- ; 


teen years more and extending the impoſt 


over the pariſhes of St Cuthbert's, Canongate, 


South -and North Lei 


th. The pfeamble re- 


eites, That a great many Brewers having . 


d out of the city's: liberties, 
& and erected breweries in the confines there · 


of, in order to elude the duty, it is neceſ- 


» 


6 of late re 


1 fary, for the encouragement of the Brewers 
© within the city and liberties, and in or- 


der to preſerve an equality of trade be - 


« twixt them and the Brewers i in the above- 


mentioned adjacent pariſhes, that the duty ; 


de extended over the {aid pariſhes,” 
As an indemnificatioh to the proprietors 


of the annexed e now bake to the 


£ 
f 
p : , 7 4 45 i en 6d 7 » 
. 4 N k : 4 
* . : , ; 
7 * 
* % 
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2ad, and the IP 
amounted to two ſhillings, or ne ninth of 


die vine; 4 ti Which, had the commit 
ſionets examined on a large ſcale, wow would = 


» ef 2 . 4 4 i * 5 
3 F 8 ; % - 

5 5 1 1 ; 1 4 AY 
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Jos the FORE of Edinburgh, became 1 


to pay thoſe who claimed, within a limited 
time, a certain annual rate, or proporti 


from the proceeds of che tax, which, was left 
to be ſettled by arbitration. But it is very - 


curious, that when all the other proprietors 


were invited by this act to give in their claim 


of damages, on or before the 1ſt of May then 
enſuing, the Brewers who happened to be 
alſo proprietors, and who ſuſtained by far 
the greateſt damage, were expreſsly excepted. 

The only material alteration made upon the 


 fituation of the Brewers within the precin as 5 


ſubjected to the tax by this act, was, that 
liberty was given to perſons reſiding beyond 
the boundaries, and therefore not liable to 
the tax, to import ale and beer into the city 
and liberties, upon payment of the laid auer 5 
for the ale and beer imported only. 1 

In the gth of Geo. I. after fix years trial 
ok the effects of the laſt- mentioned act, it 
being found that Brewers, ſituated beyond 
the limits of this duty, ſtill continued to im- 
port ale and beer, and to vend them within 
the precincts without paying the tax; a new 
act was obtained, which repeals the above- 
nene liberty of importing ale upon 
N 5 


ts) 


4 payment of the av for what was 0 
only; and declares, that it ſhall not be law-_ 
ful for any Brewer or ſeller of ale, who is 


not ſubjected to the payment of this duty 


for all he ſhall brew, to import or ſell any 


ale within the above extended bounds, un- 


leſs he ſhall previouſly give notice to the 
magiſtrates, and agree to be ſubjected to the 

duty for all the drink he ſhall brew, in the 
fame way as the Brewers within the limits 


: are ſubjected. The penalty annexed to the 


tranſgreſſion of this clauſe is in theſe words: 
And that any Brewer or Brewers who ſhall | 
import or ſell any ale or beer into the ſaid 


« city, ſuburbs, or liberties thereof, or into 


any part of the pariſhes of St Cuthbert's, 
« Canongate, South and North Leith, with- 
„out having given ſuch previous notice, 
and agreed as aforeſaid, ſhall be charged 
*« with, and liable in the payment of the ſaid 


% duty for all the ale and beer brewed by him 


« or: ber during the' twelve months immediately = 
« preceding his or her committing ſuch offence, 
and in all time coming during the continuance 
* of this af, in the ſame manner that the Bre- 
« ers by this act bjefted are made pre e. 


3 0 le W of the Same.” WY Oy 
| 'D | 


oe 


2 1 


n 
„ he f 7 5 


in the pariſhes of Cramond, 


"te | = 0 0 N 
FP. 26 125 3 
Other towns in odd 8 "followed | 


"the footſteps of the capital. There is now | 
hardly a burgh of regality, where an infant 
5 Brewery had begun to rear its head, but 


the proprietor, in order to check its progreſs, £5 


and to give his people a ſpiritual inclination, 


has ſolicited and procured an impoſt-act, 
with clauſes ſimilar to thoſe of Edinburgh. 
The conſequence now is, that if a Brewer 
Corſtorphine, 
Ratho, Currie, Libberton, Duddingſton, 
Newton, &c. &c. unwarily ſend a caſk of 
ale, ſtrong or ſmall, to be ſold within the 


neighbouring pariſhes of 8t Juthbert's, Ca- 


nongate, South or North Leith, he becomes 


liable to pay to the city of Edinburgh, two. 
| pennies on the pint of all the ale and beer 
be has brewed. for twelve months prece- 


ding, and is ſubjected to the payment of 
the impoſt for every gallon of malt-liquor 
he may afterwards manufacture; or ſhould 
a Brewer within the precincts of Edin- 


burgh, who has regularly paid the impoſt 
within his own bounds, ſend a caſk of ale 
to be ſold in Glaſgow, or any other town 


which has obtained an impoſt - act, with ſi- 
milar clauſes, he a eee able! in 
Po dhe 


. 5 43 27 5 


alſo with the ſaid town, and be liable ever 


after to pay its impoſt on every gallon he 
To theſe conſequences he ſubjects 
1 himſelf, toties quoties, towards every impoſt- 
town within whoſe ſacred precincts his ma- 
2 nufacture may happen to find its way: / 


brews, 


Thus theſe impoſts have cauſed: the diffe- 
rent towns where they have been eſtabliſhed, 


as far as regards the manufacture of malt- 


4 liquors, to reſemble foreign, nay, | hoſtile 
communities to each other. The Genius of . 
Abſurdity, that firſt engendered, has ever af- 
fectionately nurſed this favourite child, has 


watched every ſtep of its progrels and } in- : 


Tu into it all a parent's folly, - _ 
It is well known, that the great ſtimulus 


4 which has raiſed the Engliſh Brewery to its 
0 preſent pitch of perfection, is the unreſtrain- Zo 


nd Trends: with which-; its beer may 1 
| It is this which has ſer a oa; wen 
excited the Brewers to excel each other i in 
the ſuperior qual ity of their manufacture. 


But the impoſts have pinioned down the 5 


Seottiſn Brewer within the narrow circle 
Ou he reſides. He cannot, with profit, 
12155 %%% 


5 the beni juſt mentioned, RY in; enter 


"CA. 


- 


eenter upon any enlarged or liberal FRY of. * 
* itnprovement in the quality of his manufac- 
me½ure, becauſe his market is limited to a very 
narrow extent. For if he ſend his liquors 
do the country, and beyond the bounds af- 
[feected by his impoſts, he is | underfold by 
{ | \,the country Brewer, on whom no ſuch ta- 
|. es are impoſed. If he ſend his liquors to 
— England, they go loaded with his impoſt; 0 
| | which, on an article ſo perithable, muſt be 
multiplied by inſurance and co pound in- 
tteereſt before it reaches the conſumer: and no 
perſon will, purchaſe his liquors, if he: can 
l procure others that are free of ſuch tages. 
K It is well known, that ſome of the moſt oo 
"_ famous Breweries in- England, ſuch as Bur- 
ton, Kc. owe much of their celebrity to the 
3 peculiar qualities of ſprings, or ſtreams „ 
water, where they are ſituated. Theſe foun- 
tains and ſtreams, whoſe properties were 
perhaps at firſt diſcovered by accident, are 
1 become of great value to their proprie- 
1 But ſhould a country gentleman in 
Et: 2 diſcover water ever ſo well adapted 
for making malt liquors of ſuperior excellence, 
[| or that his ſituation poſſeſſed other local ad- 
3 want for a e being 1 in a rich corn- 
18 . 8 country, 


e 


(9). 


aer lth -actels to eure duch 
as Eaſt-Lothian, Carſe of Gowrie, Fikthire, © 
&c. theſe advantages would be of little uſe 
to him. He might indeed ſupply the de · 
mands of private families in the contiguous 

town; but he could not ſend a fingle gallon 

to dhe public dealers and venders, without 

incurring a heavy penalty, entering with the 

town, and e his manufacture to the 

impoſt on every gallon of his produce. Sup- 

poſe he ha: e the pill, and thus bot 

cured the market of one town, he diſcovers, 

that from his: favourable ſituation, and the 

excellence of his · manufacture, he is in a con- 
dition to ſupply the demands of another, or 

of many t towns. Here again the impoſt ſtares 

him in the face; and he muſt not only re- 

peat the payment of the impoſt on what he 

ſells to theſe towns, but, in certain caſes, be 

ſubjected to each of them for all his produce: 

and ſo on ad infinitum. To ſuch an abſurd 

latitude does the literal interpretation of the 

impoſt· acts extend. They are as injurious 

to the country Brewer, by excluding him 

from, or interrupting. him in the natural 

market 15 Jer eee as. they are to the town 

Fe. 4 - Brower, 
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© . do not fall under the deſcription of vint- 


5 | 1. 
19) 


Brewer, by xchaliog bim from other towns 
5 an from the country. . 
n the reign of King cluded 1. WY ct 
of Edinburgh obtained a grant of 10 8. per 
hogſhead on all foreign ale and porter im- 
ported into the city and liberties. Under 
the Xt foreign, were then cc ymprehended 
Engli malt-liquors. of every Kinds While 
this impoſt on Engliſh porter and ale conti- 
nued to be levied, the Brewers were in ſome 
meaſure protected, at leaſt within the city 
and liberties, (to which only it extended), 
againſt the rivalſhip of their ſouthern bre- 
thren. But in the year 1786, this tax upon 
foreign, meaning thereby | Engliſh malt - li- 
quors, was, in a great meaſure, aboliſhed in 
the following terms: And be it enacted 
* by authority aforeſaid, That at Martinmas 
next, the aforeſaid impoſt, or duty on. 
.; wines, foreign ſpirits, foreign ale or beer, 
* and all other liquors herein before enu- 
4 merated, ſhall be aboliſhed and diſcharged 
* to be levied or collected, ſo far as reſpects 
every private family, and all others who 


el ners, and others herein before mentioned; 
« and it is hereby declared, _That grocers 
| es | 1 « and 


| 2 7 | | 4g 0 | | 
1 Ir 1 

oy 44 others romiling ſuch liquors do noe „„ 

1 fall within the ſaid deſcription, unleſs tze 
. ſaid liquors are ſold. and drunk in their 4 

4 ſhops, houſes, warehouſes, or offices.” un 
"The epither foreign is doubtleſs very WY x 
20 may mean the malt- liquors of Ruſſia or : 1 
Holland, as well as thoſe of England. But 1 
that Engliſh malt- liquors were alſo intended, 4Þ 
appears by che impoſt-act 1722, in in; Aich Ks = 

_ Engliſh.and Jones 1 are + pled as 0 e = 
S | 5 1 ö 

- However "OY matter ma 10 is of nb im ö 

- portance; but it appears evident on the very . 1 
face of the buſineſs, that even _malt-liquors i 


| that are foreign in the literal ſenſe, are better 
0 Protected, and more encouraged, in the mar. 5 
ket of Edinburgh, by the impoſt- laws, than 

thoſe which are manufactured by her own; 5 

citizens, who, beſides the impoſt on chow 

manufacture, contribute otherwiſe, in com- 
mon with others of equal wealth and rank, Ps 

to the common. good of the city. The 1 im- 

poſt on foreign or Engliſh malt-liquors is 

now only levied upon vintners, or keeper: 2 ; 

of taverns; but as it is impoſſible. to levy a 
tax of this ſort from a few: individuals of a 
5 great city, by charging it upon the article 
OS iel : 
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G 
itſelf, the ese who farm the tax com- 5 |! 
pound the matrer with the publicans in the 
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beſt manner they can; and no doubt a vaſt 
deal of it eſcapes without paying the tax. 


The almoſt total repeal of this tax puts the 
Edinburgh Brewers on a much worte toot- 


ing than they were when their impoſts were 


eſtabliſhed, and may be regarded as a breach 


of public faith with that claſs of men, as they 


have not been indulged with a correſpond- 


ing relaxation of the impoſt- duty. 


While theſe foreign liquors are thus almoſt 


wholly exempted from taxation, the impoſt, 
like a harpy, attaches itſelf to che liquors 


made within the city and precincts, and is 


not to be removed by any of the moti ves 
| which commonly induce the remiſſion. of a 


tax. No wiſe legiſlator ever thought of a tax 


which was to operate beyond the limits of the 
juriſdiction where it is impoſed. It i is upon 


this principle that all our public taxes are 


regulated; andd it is from following out this 
principle, that che trade and commerce of 


Britain have been enabled to bear down all 


competition. It is this wiſe principle of le- 
giſlation d miles our "pry ride trium- 
: ” CR LN 


* 


+- p \ 
, 4 | | vt) 43. | 
; ; Y 


ee on Fi 45. and aal 0 our ur commerce | „ 


around the globe. 


There is no reaſon to Kippoſe, 7 he + os "OT 
poſts had an 
idea of their operating beyond the conſump- 8 
tion of the diſtrict where they are eſtabliſh- 
bg But the fact is otherwiſe, at- leaſt with _ 
the Brewers. in Edinburgh; and is lo, we HERE 
preſu ume, with other ame in ſimi 8 
cumſtances. The Edinburgh. Brewers . 
tain a remiſſion of the town's impoſts, along 
with the King's taxes, when they export 


riginal e contrivers of theſe i 


their manufacture, 1 not to Englapd, but to 


1 countries in the literal ſenſe, that iss, 
to countries not comprehended under the 
denomination of Great Britain. The garri- 
ſon of Edinburgh Caſtle, and thoſe who live _ 
within the precindts of his Majeſty' 8. Palace 5 
ouſe, alſo enjoy an exemption 
from the town's impoſts, being excepted by 
an expreſs clauſe in che acts themſelyes, for 
all that is brewed. and, conſumed. within their : 
limits, Ihe latter ſeem to need no ſupply 1 
from the Brewers ſubjected to the impoſt, 
there being four Breweries within the pre- 
eincts of Holyroodhouſe, in the very centre 
Pc ficion. 
E. 087” T6 


of Holyroodh 


i . the are ſubjected. to che 
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Th 34. 5 5 
The poltern of thels Breveries Have a 4. 5 
8 long ſupplied the impoſt-diſtri with malt- 
 Hquors, but have paid very little of the tax, 
and contend they are exempted.” A litiga- 
tion is now pending between them and the 
Magiſtrates of Edinburgh apon this point. 
The battery at Leith, the barracks at Pierſ- 
hill, the ſailors, whether native or foreign, Peep 
who frequent the port of Leith, enjoy no 
exemption. Should even his Majeſty or- 
der down a powerful ſquadron to Leith 
roads, to ſecure us againſt invaſion; ; the 
brave tars, thoſe lords of the ocean, and de- 
fenders of their country, muft content them- 
felves with ale debaſed and polluted with the 
Edinburgh Impoſition, a as it is en ee 
6 one the acts. . ; 
The officers of Engliſh. regiments Han 4 | 
ten complained, that when they were march- 
ed down to Scotland, their men could no 
bauer obtain good ſmall beer on ſuch eaſy 
terms as in England; and were therefore ob- 
Tiged ro have recourſe to the cheapeſt, that 3 is 
the worſt, whiſky, to the” great detriment 
of their health, their morals, and diſei- 


pPline. 4 ee 5 WE 
To what caule : are ve, to impure the fats | 
1 * F | „„ already : 
oh 8 ; 
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a already Gated, but 10 a operation of a ber * 
as partial as it is impolitic and abſurdd (© © 
It is often alleged that the Brewers com wa 5 - 5 
# plain without cauſe, ſince they can recover 
che impoſt from the conſumers of their ma- ws 
nufacture. It is true, tha were all we: 5 5 
Brewers in the iſland equally afl ected by the 
dax, they might recover it from the conſu- x 
mers, by railing the price of their liquors; We 7 3 4x 
but there are circumſtances connected jars. 4 5 
dae ſituation of the Brewers ſubjected to the 
impoſt, eſpecially thoſe of Edinburgh and 
, * the annexed pariſhes, which render the re- 
covery of the impoſt from en aſtorners 
$ Alen if not impoſſible. Er 5 ers ths 
Let the gentlemen who ſpore} theſe a. 
de pleaſed to condeſeend upoi ſome defini- 
ion of what they eſteem a full and complete 
recovery. Do they mean tlie net ſum char- 
ged upon their liquors by the exciſeman's 
6 report? This will come far ſhort of what is 1 
neceſſary to indemnify. the Brewer for his be 74 
Tiſk, and intereſt of his money, or credit | 
(which is the ſame thing) while it remains in 
5 advance. It as well known, that from che 
innſtant the revenue · oſſicer has completed his 
| mncakurernts, the Brewer muſt pay the tax, ei 
„%% $5 | E 4-5: . eee 5 


* 


mV 


15 ak the e ſhould pol, or 1 We 
may alſo obſerve, that the main weight WE, 
this tax falls upon ſmall beer, a liquor which 


| ; * is often difficult to preſerve in a ſound 
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FA diſcouragements. If he ſend his 


ſtate, and which i is liable to many accidents 15 
from the time it is gauged, to the time of its 
%, confumption. | Is the Brewer to have no al- 
lowance againſt riſk, of lofing the article ; a: - 
85 gainſt. intereſt of money, or credit; in 1 
vance; againſt bad debts; and every colla- 


: . 


: teral 1 which enters into W oy 


"ou of other taxed manufactures ?- ls, / 
But, throwing all theſe: chings out def che 18 


. on, the Brewer here is fo. completely 
palſied, that it muſt appear miraculous a ma- 
nufacture ſhould be able to exiſt under ſuch 5 
the pale of his monopoly; he meets ah coun- 
try Brewer, who can ſell on better terms, be- 

cauſe he pays no impoſt. The town Brewer 
muſt therefore reduce kia | prices to the level 

of the country Brewer; and as he cannot 
have two prices, one for the country and an- 
other for the town, his price muſt be the 


ſame in both. It is a fact, that the Edin- 


| burgh Brewers, and we believe it to be the 
8 a the pos tom, fell t ir malt 
tg 1 5 e igen : 
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are we to account : for 
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a  prefent: to their cuſtomers 0 
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to chem alone, chey could not raiſe t 
e ee e their cuſtomers would pur- 
chaſe m. th were 1 
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Wines would fal into bt: difcredit, - 
The impoſt reduce the Edinburgh Dewey 5 
into the very ſituation here deſcribed. They 

are ſo much deducted from the fair profits 
of his trade; or, if he attempt to recover 

them from his cuſtomers, he has no poſſible 
method in his power, but debaſing the qua- 

lity of his liquor; or evading the;rax by frau- 25 

dulent means, as already ſtated; methods e- 

dually hurtful to himſelf, to the public good, 1 
and to the conſumers of his manufacture. 

It may he ſtill alleged, that, as an equiva- 

lent for the impoſt, the Brewer is ſecurgd in 
the monopoly of the town Where he refides, 
by as dra penal ſanctions as it is poſſible to 

contrive. We admit that towns are the na- 
tural ſeats of Breweries, and that the ready 
market they afford, confers on the Brewers 
ſeveral advantages, which enable them to ſell 
cheaper than in many other: ſituations. But ; 
| certainly this monopoly; this checking he 
free competition of trade, muſt operate as a 


TH complete bar to all improvement; and is, in 


fact, the chief reaſon why the Brewery of 
; Scotland has, comparatively, remained in a 


5 . ſtate of infancy, if! it has not declined; while 


every other manufacture hab been e e 
Eo ns Perteckian. . e 
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Bot even "theſe - penal ls in” the im- 
poſt acts, are ſo abſurd, and itkconſſtens | 
with each other, that * ſtrict execution 
ſeems wholly impracticable. For ene 
the Brewer has it in his power to recover the ' 
| whole of his impoſt, with intereſt, and in- 
' ſurance upon his riſk, from the conſumers 
of his articles: : as ſome of the impoſt towns 
till continue on the old footing, of mare 
malt liquors from other places, on. their pay- | 
ing the impoſt on che quantity imported 
it follows that malt liquor which has alrea- 
dy paid impoſt in one place, muſt pay it a- 
gain, a ſecond time, on its admiſſion into 
another. By ſappoſition, both theſe impoſts | 
are finally paid by the conſumers of the oe 
quor; and hence, the inhabitants of an im- 
poſt town come to be ſaddled with two tax- 
es, one to ſupport the municipal governme 
of the town where they reſide, and another 


to ſupport the government 'of the town 

red, witk 
which they haye no connection, and 
from which they derive no advantage: 
Is not this both abſurd and unjuſt? Ad 


92 


where he liquor was manufact 


does it not impede that free circulation 
d Ben, ane corsparition! N Brew- 
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The abſurdit) N injaſtice af has; 1 
are equally glaring, when the malt liquors. 
"Hou an impoſt town are conſumed i in towns. 


and villages which- have no internal. impoſts, 


or by the: Jandholders and farmers in the 


country. For on the ſuppoſition. that the 


whole of the impoſt, with intereſt, &c. is res 


covered from them; is not this ſubjeRing | 
the country to a tax for the benefit of a 
particular town # It may indeed be ul 
. that they can erect Breweries for their own 
_ conſumption, and thus eſcape the tax, But 
this may not always be expedient. .. Though | 
local fituation, and other advantages may be 
in their favour, the market may be limited; 
while the impoſt, like a flaming ſword, 
guards every Wa which may conduct in- 

to the extenſive market of the town. 
But if theſe impoſt acts, in their e 
5 ſtructure, be abſurd, inconſiſtent with each 
other, and hoſtile to: every improvement in 
the Brewing buſineſs, as a Rill exiſt in 
many towns, their folly ty are 

inexpreſſibly heightened by thoſe - ſevere and 
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uns. That A brewer WhO Has e te 
ed to fell his liquors in a particular” oo WEAR 


| ; leviable in that VVV 
f . 'of what he brewed the year pre- „ 1 ; 
Y time he was challenged, and = „„ 
. ected ever after for all ſhould brew, * Pr 
| TRE 1 . OY : 2 
the execution of this clauſe hat an abſi FE il 
Ss = „or rather an impoſſibility y for 5 5 „„ 1 
might come to ſubje@ed to the full 5 gd 
yment - of for ev llc 0 bis VV 
e not to Ws two, or three towns. | 
| ut to many towns. N „ 1 q 
| | e that bas 5 r 5 
= < oyledge, of t e in the impoſt acts l 
wing deen ren ered effeQual,. in conſe⸗ CC | 
qu Sees is one in which FEES is þ 
g 122 upon dis 7, 
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We: allude 1 to the caſe of Melt Murdoch 55 


at Anderton, Graxted: har” A gory b 3 =P 


** 7 : P 


| the limits of the city of Glaſgow.. Theſe en- 5 
2 tlemen had been in the practice of vending 
© their liquors within the city of Glaſgow, and 85 
of paying the impoſt only for what they ac 
nally ſold. within that city. But in a proceſs 
raiſed at the inſtance of the Magiſtrates, it was 
found, if they continued to ſend arty ale or beer 
into the city, they would be liable in payment 
of the impoſt for all the malt liquor they 
- ſhould afterwards manufacture, diſcount being 
55 allowed for what they, ſhould e * to ug 


5. po. 


reign countries. 1 5 585 1 8 
„ dealings of theſe gentlemen. are on A a | 
large ſcale, and their fales extend over a great 
x 1 of Seotland. Thus, by this deciſion, 
her | 


eyer their liquors penetrate, the coun , 

is ſubjected to a tax to ſupport the municipal . 
government of the city of Glaſgow, a circum- 
ſtance which muſt render obvious the incon- 
; _ fiſteney and abſurdity of ſuch acts. Theſe 
4 gentlemen had better beware of ſending their 
liquors to any other town. that is furniſhed 
with ſuch dangerous weapons, for it will not 
| | - avail Lyn that they have e already: pad the i im- 
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25 | the Magiſtrates of Glaſgow, w 


AS 7 — 
ben to 18 cy of — | By the fic 5 
terms of the acts they muſt repeat payment _—_ 
8 only for What they actually vend in ſuch 9 
towns, but for all they ſhall afterwards brew; | i 
Juſt as They © are now Hable to the yl of Out. i FE 9 
= "Ini cel et d cles 1 in my imp6ſt acts are „ 9 


7 fo manifeſtly abſurd and impracticable, that 
hile they ſab- - i 
jected the Anderſton brewery, found them- _ On 
ſelves under an abſolute neceſſity, from the ; 
reaſon of the caſe; of diſpenſing with the im N 
poſt act, reſpecting brewers ſituated at a . „„ 
tance Pom the city. For while brewers in — 
the neighbourhood are obliged to pay t — 
for all they brew, thoſe at Hamilton and other „ 
diſtant places, we are told, pay the impoſt e 

only for what they TO e in 2 the 12 0 of _ 1 
Glaſgow. 1 e 
The words of the Claſzo aQ, hits to . 
this point, are, That from and 195 the . 
day of May, in the year of our Lord 1755, 
« for and during the continuance of this act, . 
it ſhall not be lawful for any brewer or ſeller 5 1 
5G of beer or ale, living or carrying on kis.or + 
bg ber e without the I, a of Ser, 1 5 
„ 1. pe 
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L „ arne or ſell any beer 


y 2 


4 4) ED 


75 41 
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24 ae compreheg J every. part of 
ni + and liberties. th reof, or withou 
© the villages of Gorbals and port Glaſgoye, 

r ale into, or in 


| © {5 


* the ſaid city, or: villages. of Gortals: and 


po Port Glaſgow, or the liberties and privileges ; | : 
3 thereof, unleſs he: or ſhe do previouſly give 
notice to the Magiſtrates of Glaſgow, or to 


2. 


their collector of the ſaid duty, at their of. 


„ „ . 


ſaid e acts, and this pr 


* * 
9 


5 « ſeller of ale, living or carrying on his. or ber 


£ buſi ineſs, wwithout the faid caty. or villages or 5 


+, the liberties and privileges thereof; and that 


every brewer or ſeller of ale or beer, who | 


yh 1 hong import or ſell any ale or beer into, or 
in the ſaid city or villages, or en or 


ee. thereof reſpectiyely, without ha- 5 . 


aſp given ſuch previous notice, and 


| * ag: aforeſaid, ſhall be charged with, and Hiable : | 
6 to- the payment of, the ſaid duty to the Ma- 1 


775 e. and Songs of the. * iy, 


we " 


fice of Glaſgow or Port Glaſgow reſpective- ihe 
ly, and agree to be ſubjected to, and charged 
with, the payment of the ſaid duty, by the 
eſent act, grant- 

ed and made payable for all the beer and 
ale which Hall be brewed by fuch: brewer on 
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150 no vugtheanz? or man of heed; but a ferious 
| evil againſt which we are contending, - Fs 
All ale or beer, ſold wholeſale at or Ader 
68. per barrel, is denominated ſmall beer, and 
* charged with a duty to the King of 18. 4d. f 
All ale above 68. per barrel, and not ex- 


5 ceeding 118. per barrel, is denominated t- 
penny, a liquor peculiar to Scotland, and is 


5 charged with a duty to the King of 38. 44d. 1 


| All ale « or beer, including porter, ſold above 
118. per barrel, excluſive of the King's s duty, 
is denominated firong, and is ver ol with a 4 = 
; wa to the King of 88. per barrel. py 
"I y town's impoſt -upon theſe amounts. to | 
18. . 4d. per barrel, without diſtinction. 


| Theſe are the groſs duties payable by every : _ 


We of liquor; and the minuter circum- 
ſtances reſpecting ons 8 1 come. to be after- hy 
e conſidered. „ | 
Hence it appears ide that Ge l : 
Upon 4 ſmall beer is cent. per cent. of the King's 
duty; including the King's duty, it is 172 
per cent. on the price; and exchuding the 
King's duty, it is abcut 21 per cent. on the By 
intrinſic value of the article. A tax which 
no o conſiderate 5 will! e trifling. 
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Upon twopenny, the. impoſt is nearly 40 


per cent. of the King s duty; including this 
duty, it is about 15 per. cent. upon the medi- 
um price; and excluding the King's duty, it 
is more than 17 per cent. on the intrinſic va- 


ue of the article. 
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proportion, yet it is far from trifling, and ſu- 
peradded 8 the many advantages poſſeſſed 
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| enn; neighbours, is 
turn the balance in favour 'of their ſtronger 


is ſufficient to 


malt liquors. in our own markets. A hogſ- 
head of porter ſells in Edinburgh at 42 8. in- 


eluding 12 8. of exciſe, and 


therefore the intrinſic value is 
the impoſt being 2 8. it is above. 


he intrinſic value of the article. . 
We may now remark, that the King” s du- 
ties are charged upon malt liquors i in a great 


8. of impoſt, 


mly 28 8. and 


1 of 


meaſure, according to the price at which they 
- fell, that i is, according to the quantity of malt 
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' has: it in His power to recover them from 1 | 
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dut. It is well kak; that the ſtronger be. "i 
oies of malt liquors are the only ones in which 
the Scotch Pee needs to fear a competition 
with the thi Weak malt liquors. will 
not defray the expence of carriage and wilt, -. 
and 1 be 9 phtably ſent to diftant mar- 
| kets. An increaſe of the impoſt upon che 
enger ſpecies of malt yo will fe: re- 
| heve the Scotch brewer, t 
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| üble, put him 7 | 


worſe ſituation than at preſent. i would 
 heightes, his incapacity to contend on the 
ground | where he is already moſt vulnerable. 

No hrewer within the operation of an impoſ 
were it transferred to his ſtronger liquors, . 
could venture to make any liquor chat ex- 
Den in Wange what could be profitably. 
ind. The brewer of the 

N hong 8 would de eat the brewer of 
the North with this millſtone about his neck. 
- liquors of 
different degrees of ſtrength, is che moſt eco- 
nomꝭ bal way of conducting a brewery, : 

I dk deriving every off ble advantage 'from the a 
malt that is uſed. While the brewer of the i N 
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; : South | is "Jef to e cls; exertion of 
| his induſtry and genius, is that of the North 
to be for ever ſubjected to a ſyſtem which 
8 precludes exertion and improvement ? The 
| brewer of the North does not ſeek to exclude 

: . 5 his Southern neighbour. from the market of 
2 Scotland; for he believes that all impoſt S ha- 
; ving that tendeney, which have been granted 
or renewed ſince the Union, are contrary to 
chat ſolemn engagement. He only wiſhes to 
be put upon an gqual footing with him in the | 
ZW unreſtrained uſe . his e end * 2 

5 1 5 5 * Bas theſe S poles are not V more pernicious ; 
a | 5 to the brewer. in palſying his efforts, and 
8 checking the improvement of his manufac- 
ture, than they are ruinous to the Public re- 


. 5 . _ venue; -t0 the agriculture of the country; 3 to | 


the 1 5 and to che eee at . "I 


- wth No a GER or local impoſt upon any 
ori of manufacture which enters into ge- 
1 ji neral conſumption, and which alſo pays a 
large revenue to the ſtate, muſt neceſſaril A and 
infallibly, operate the diminution of that reve- 
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accidental varieties in their effes, . * I - 2 
from the different tempers and | „ 
of thoſe on whom they act; heh the gene- „„ 
ral effect will correſpond with the cauſe, as 8 Ts „ 
2 as the fall of a ſtone with the law „ „ ; 
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"On this fabjec; however; we are not re- „„ 
ive) to the neceſſity of reaſoning hypothe- „ 


ee from _ cauſe to the effect, but are 
nda e evidence to aſſert, 5 1 
3 diminiſhed, do dimi- e 
niſh, and While they exiſt ever will diminiſn 255 1 
3 amount bg cr erer which ee EY 
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inclined to ſpeak at ai aig con- Wy 
firm this afſertion, as from the Commiſſioner Fre ts 


| have, ohne: opportunities ok knowing its „ 
5 is ee that whatever tends to „„ + 
vent the exiſtence of a taxable commodity, 5 
muſt alſo: ion the loſs of revenue Which EIT „ 
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count, aer the eftabliſhmen local 
taxes, is immenſe. - "Dit as it ans not to re- 
flect upon paſt errors, except with a view to 
| avoid them in future, we proceed to point 
out the loſſes which the public revenue actu- 

ally does fuſtain in GOAL ee theſe im- 
poſts, 7885 i e . 
„In er cmpatcbie' fm Big nerly ' 
| exhibited of the groſs amount of King' s du- 
ty, and of impoſt duty on ſmall beer, wer 
appear to be exactly the ſame, viz. 18. 4 d. 
per barrel each. But we may now obſerve 
that from theſe duties a deduction is allowed 
for waſte and leakage, which is alſo exactly 
equal from both. But beſides this the brewer 


is allowed out of the King's ale duty, a de- 


duction for a duty impoſed upon mak! in _ 
1780, as already explained in conſequence 


of which the net King's duty au levied 


on ſmall beer is reduced to 11 d. 5x per bars 
rel; while the impoſt, after all deductions, i is 
16. 1 d. and 4 ds. of a farting. The net 
impoſt therefore in fact exceeds) the King's 
ade by more than 2 d. per barrel, or amounts 
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We ee to 8 that the 1 rewe 


- has no. natural: means in his power of recovers... 13 5 
ing the impoſt from his cuſtomers. He is. 
therefore reduced to an abſolute, irreſtible hez 
ceſſity, of either abandoning the buſmeſs Of 
| brewing ſmall beer, or of debafing its quality, . 
or of evading the impoſt. This he cannot 
do without alſo defrauding the public reve- „ 
nue, Which is charged at the ſame time. 1 8 
follows thegefore that the continuance .of this . | 


impoſt muſt ever be ane to > the intereſt of 


With 5 
perpen a 


ly before men's eyes, need we won- 


der that invention "ſhould ever be on the 
ſtretch to contrive methods, and ſeize oppor- 
tunities of deceiving the revenue officer, wick ; 


A view'to evade both duties. „„ 


It is believed that Government may fac. . 
tain conſiderable loſs by the total abſtraction 
of liquors from the ſight of the officer, but 
much more by che adulteration of the liquors. 
after he has made his charge, ſo that their 
_ enlarged volume may wholly, or, in part, 


cempenſate for the impoſt. In the firſt caſe 


the public revenue e ſuffers a total, in the lat 15 5 


a ee evaſion, 5 
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2 1 ſuſtains from theſe cauſes we ſhall 
by not pretend to calculate, becauſe v we have no 
he data on which to proceed. But ſome faint 
1 0 . dice of the loſs to Government through the 5 
diminiſhed conſumption of malt liquors effec⸗ 

- ted by the impoſt, and which we have-ſo. fre- 
1 hinted at, may be obtained by con- 
e the impoſh irfelf. © \ 1 Os 
Wherever che impoſt has extended its 
pee influence, the conſumption of malt 
liquors has decayed, and of courſe Govern- 
85 ment has loſt the revenuẽ that would have 
- ariſen ebm them OR TROY ern 
We; ſhall adduce an N Dy two in- 
1 of this aſſertion, and our remarks ſhall 
be confined. tothe City of Edinburgh. From a 
pamphlet of reputation, publiſhed. A. D. 1761, 955 
it appears, that from the Union to the year | 
> 1 17a. for 18 years while the impoſt was con- 
fined to the city and liberties, the average | 

7 5 of the King's duty upon ale and beer amount 
1 to 15,098 I. and that in the 18 years fol- 
8 | lowing, when the impoſt was extended to the 
adjacent pariſhes, the average was no more 
than 11,1821. During the next 7 years, 
. ending 1760, che average was e 8, 5 39. 
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Mr Pena in; „ Hiſtory wy Edith, 
ee 521, informs us * that the imp oft. a- 
mounted, when only 1 1 wi | in the 
5 2 A. D. 2s to . 4500. © © 8 "= 
3 « over the en 185 e 7 1 
13 5 3 . e 12 5 7930 16 Ee W 
l „ N 55 1736 6101 10 1 
1 „ 47⁵⁸ 3s 8. 
WG ns I BURR . 355 5 
J Sp aro 2 IS = 7. ANT PR — 
. We are Cired that ſince the laſt 1 
mentioned by Mr Arnot, the impoſt has been 
155 known to produce leſs than 2000 J. per an- ; 
Tet num. i; has, however, of late encreaſed, and 
| the average of the three 1 meg July 
1796 was 374% % fꝗ H5m 
From theſe facts ſeveral important inferen 
ces are deducible. 1ſt, That the extenſion 
e 1 8  impoſt to the annexed. Pariſhes has 
©: , he's; great loſs to the City of Edinbuggh ; 
IR while the city became bound to pay a 3 
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heavy compoſition to the Proprietors of theſe 
| ' - pariſhes, their revenue has, ..upon the whole, 
5 been much diminiſhed. ad, That the great 
[| revenue before, and We 'the. firſt extenſion. *. 
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revenue. It is probable. that 
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pub ic revenue riſing from malt liquors. PF | 
but. the effects reſulting w 


e make n no dou! 


dom the impoſts to the City of Edinburghhaye © | 
ö ropo tr mint in all thoſe . ä 
= been” t LESS 
| the conſumption. LR 5 . 3 5 9 
the revenues * the ſtate. „„ ' 
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| einer, i, aboliſhing the wa it ee 
ll 5 . 5 as an indemaification to all the towns where 
. the impoſt ! is now eſtabliſhed, an annual rate ; 
5 from the duties on malt liquors equal to the 
VVV net average amount of impoſt levied i in ſuch 
tdetecjuWwn, during a courſe of years; and this 
RR without laying any additional public. tax on 
E malt or malt liquors i e,, 
JJC obſerved that theſe impoſts operate 
A unfayourably to agriculture. From pre- 
ceding ſtatements, it appears that the full 
walt duty in Scotland is 58. 3d. per quarter; 
but as, the brewer draws back out of his ale 
: duties 28. per quarter, the net duty to him is 
e 5 Wy 3d. per quarter. Two barrels of ſtrong 5 
35 als, and one of ſmall. beer, are commonly drawn 
from a quarter of malt, the impoſt on which, 
at 18. 4d. being 48. per quarter, exceeds the 
malt duty by gd. When the malt is made 
into ſmall beer alone, the impoſt is 25 times 


more than the malt duty: For there being 6 
barrels of tliat liquor drawn from 2 quarter 
olf malt, the impoſt on which amounts to 88. 
1 wWjbile the malt duty is only 36. 3d., it fol- 
„„ that the impoſt fixes upon malt, thus 
„ a. tax which exceeds the public malt tax 
* 458. * per Aber. It i is fair to conſider. 
the 
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n 1 to nk 3 3 to in- 
creaſe the malt tax ; yet here they have ſuf- 15 
ered à moſt. exceſſive malt tax to teal upon : 
them, without ſo much as a ſingle word b 
uttered againſt it. Nay, what is more extra- 
| ordinary, and may appear incredible, in the 
act 1722, 9th of George L by which: the i im- 
poſt Was extended to the adjacent. pariſhes | 
around Edinburgh, the. | 
ty of Mid-I N have been 
with the Magiſtrates of the City i allen 
impoſt, as a great favour 
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2 : 
peer 


* o 2 ? 


_ te extenſion of-the imp 
done to the county at large. Alter recitin 
reaſons (already mentioned) which induc d the 
Lage the impoſt, the words of the act 
are, Wherefore your Majeſty's moſt dutiful | 
Q a, loyal ſubjects, the Provoſt, Magiſtrates, 

. © and Council of the ſaid City of Edioburgh, 

. x: in behalf of themſelves and the community 
of the ſaid: City, and the Heritors nd Free- 
+ holders of the fhire + of” Edinburgh, do moſt 

0 s humbly beſeech your Majeſty, That it may 

* be ;enaQed, &c.“ How theſe gen lemen . 

5 She came to take it into their heads that locking 
up a near and extenſive market for the grain 

od xced ups theio- eſtates would. prove ad- 
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N 3 upon this head (viz. from the | i | 
55 e uſe. of F let the brewer hae 
. will enable him to afford 7 
Aa e il ad eee e fermented =p "Mm 
9 the conſumers of ale will be « encouraged = 1 
< to continue in that line of conſumption, and 5 


it will gain credit wi h the riſing generation, 


and may Perhaps return again to what it 
BEES.” ©, ftrmerly: Was. For the increaſed confurp- | 
ion of ſpitits takes its tiſe entirely from the 
Es 5 : © additional taxes, which: have been laid upon 
1 ale, which obliged the brewer to reduce the 
quality ſo much, as to render that eee 
8 0 malt liquor, formerly the common e 
: „ $4 lower: claſs o ; of people, ſo weak as to * 
be little better chan water juſt tiriged with 4 
© malt; and the price of wages,” at beft-in | 
Scotland, is ſo low as not to admit of. their 5 . 
© porchabing the higher priced n malt liquors.” © . 
We {hall only obſerve,” that theſe» gen- 
= n cannot more effectually carry this N N 
| reſolution, of giving the brewer fame relief. - 1 
into execution; or adopt any meaſure better 
calculated to promote the cultivation of their 
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erz; in conducting his aquatic mixtures; ſhauld 
check his hand at the preciſe, point when de. 
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for the im 
his ſmall beer wad go owe * e 
A 10⁰ of malt, which fhould 
preſent in it. Seuen 
and a. half bolls of malt in a hundred mult 
Produce a Nu _—_ and; — 


beer. 
ed in es 
the wholeſomenels, of the liquor... No w- 
ter, except What is put warm upon the 
man, ought to be added to malt ors. It is 
o chemiſts, that the mucilage and 
faccharine parts of malt operate à change upon 
qua ities of water during fermentation, nw” 
which the effects of that proceſs 1 may be im- 
puted ; but that water cannot undergo that ſa 
"oy _—_— unleſs it the 3 een 
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by hurtful to the public a at latge. We conceive 


that this point requires little or no illuſtration. 


I che reader be of opinion that the parth ula1 
already ſtated are clearly made out, and ab- 
ported by evidence, he will require no more 
arguments to convince him that an op ag 
which tends. to eripple and prevent the im- 
provement of a great and important mans , 
EF tings 15 inſi rious to lh: "OO | Phat ; 
fort eee and diimtai the jublic rgve 
nues of theſe (kingdoms and which, nder 
pendent of any effort, lafalibiy muſt, and 
does diminiſh theſe revenues, 9 injurious » . 
the public. That What diminiſhes the eon- 
ſumption of grain in towns, or locks up-t the 
market in towns againſt the malt liquors ma- by 
nufactured i in the country, is injurious to the 
public. That a weight which falls heavily ups 
on che poor, or drives them into the immos» 


derate uſe of ardent ſpirits, to the great e 
als, is pernicioug 


| ment of their health and aorals 
to the ORANGE at large. | =D 
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Nor do we believe it to te nin ahe - 
power even of malevolence to conſtrue any 
thing here advanced into a reflection upon 
our Mägiſtrates, and thoſe who preſide in the 


government of our towns. They are perfons 
for whoſe characters and office we entertain 


the higheſt reſpect. They are not ehargeable 
with the ertors of their predeceſſors in the ori- 


ginal contrivance of this impoſt ; and while i * 


exiſts, it is their duty to endeavour, by all, 
prudent means, to render it productive, and 


capable of anſwering the purpoſes for which 
it was intended. While the public good of 


the community over which they preſide, re- 


quires this tax, it is even their duty to yy 


for a renewal of the grant: unleſs its evil con- 


ſequences are exhibited to them. We 5 

We are confident that this impoſt was 
at firſt eſtabliſhed throu h ignorance of its 
N tendency ; and afterwards renewed from 
the ſilent acquieſcence of the brewers, and the 
community at large, rather than from any de- 


ſign, on the part of our Magiſtrates, to per- 
fevere ins yon Roto! to" Who" pubs" gave, 
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are confident that our „ 
(mould our arguments, fot 3 
mes n couvietion on — 5 
don k. We are aware that the money ari- „ = | 
"i as) it is allotted to uſeful purpoſes ; ei... 
ther the diſcharge of neceſſi ry dates 8, Or. the 7 
| ſupport! of beneficial. inſtitutions... But we 
are aſſured that other more productiye funds 15 
may eaſily be ſubſtituted in place of the im- e 
poſt on malt liquors 3 and the. brewers . 
ready, i in common with other citizens, to diy. e 
their ſhare of any other leſs hurtful tax that 
may be deviſed. We rely with entire confi- I 
dence on the wiſdom and particu: of our | 12 5 


magiſtrates and counſellors. to 2 out the 
"om , 8 ren ans. 

In fact, levying the ſum n W to c. 
penſate for this tax; would not be ſo di difficult, 
in the eity of ROE at leaſt, as one may, 
ut firſt ſight, ſu Zy the adt which ex- 
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» ritors of "os ofa: pariſſ 
Gr this alia deduction; and the remainder, 
Which actually goes into the city's funds, may 
am provided for in ſome other way, either ac- 
_ cording to ite higheſt amount, or r general ave- 

: rage, during a courſe of years. 
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_— ment, uch i 1 ſaid MITRE tk or 
pool. This extenſion has contributed very 
little to the bene 
rather octaſioned much loſs ;. for there is evi- 
dence, that while the impoſt was confined: to 
che eity and liberties alone,” it was: frequently 
7 known to produce more than it has done ſince 
that period, without any deduction to the he- 
es. By abandon- 


of the city, if it has not 


, therefore, the city will be rid 


Our refj 
preſent ſtations of dignity and truſt, by 


5eQable | Magiſtrates | have OY 


j virtuous induſtry, and attention to buſineſs. 


There was a time, as appears by impoſt 


| 1693. when a tax was levied upon all cloth 


within the City of Edinburgh; and 


ve may put the queſtion to them, whether 
ſueli a tax was calculated to promote tlie ale 


.or «ſt of ciuth within the city ? Indeed it ap- 


i peared ſo abſurd, that a former magiſtracy 
eee applied ys and obtained its re- 


peal; 
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t operates, not merely as a 
DS 1 0 ſumption of che town where 
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+ "Minds the preceding pages were put to „ 
* we have been favoured with a copy: of . 5 


1 the act, now pending in Parliament, for con- 
I tinuing the impoſt grant to the City of Edin- 5 


burgh during a further period of years. It ; 


is ſubjoined as an appendix. to- this work; ; and 
we beg leave to make a remark or two _ . 

. points wherein it differs from former acts. 
rl penalties, formerly exceſſive, are | 


propoſed to be increafed by forfeiture of all 


country malt liquors Rs; into the * | 
and pariſhes anne net. 


24, A tax of two ſhillings per . 


a to be levied on all Engliſh malt li- 


quors conſumed, not only within the city and 
liberties, but alſo within the annexed pariſhes, 
independent of the 12 8. per hogſhead at pre- 
ſent leviable on Engliſh malt. liquors. conſum- 
ed in public taverns within ny wb and li- | 


beetles. + 514 >. 


On this we may wk that. ſuch ; a tax 


| <ubjes the inhabitants of the annexed pa- 


riſhes to an additional burden, without offer- 


1 ing them any farther compenſation. 


That it will not relieve the brewers, be- 


cauſe it is difficult i in the collection, and the 
. . moſt 


* 


bbund to ay! it. 
1 nqubrs will e 
fumption of the rema! of th 
city and annexed petites” whereas the tax on 


7 * 4% 


wet liquors, particularly I Porter, weren 


ſucceed unleſs conducted on a large ſcale 
With free acceſs to an extenſive market. + 

"We. need not recapitulate our doubts how: . 
_— it is conſiſtent with the articles of che 
Union to eſtabliſh any local tax which may 


tend to exchide the manufactures of England | 
from our markets. 1 V 


34, To the exemption in favour of Edin- 
burgh caſtle, another is propoſed in favour of 
the, barracks at Pierſhill, on certification that 
the ale is actually ſold there at a cheaper rate, 
by the amount of the impoſt. ee 

We remark, that it would have been bet-⸗ 
ter 10 have repealed the impoſt altogether, a anc 
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"then our ſoldiers,” as well'as © 


e quors. They ate already ſufficiently. - 


cheap, though their quality would certainly 
ved by adding malt to 
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the value of w oſe propeny be * 
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' vileges thereof; Gb the b bench of the ſaid lies,” - 
; nuing the payment of the x 


dues, commonly called the petty port cuſtoms 


x, Edinburgh, during the continuance of this : 

3 act noe e 1 t er, continued for the UL TY 
of nineteen years, for the purpoſes 

| | mentoned: And, where, y 


in the ninth year of his ſaid | 


we Firſt, intituled, « An act for enlargi I 
term granted by an act made in the. third year 
of his Majeſty s reign, for continuing the duty - | 


"ok two pennies Scots upon every ch of, A 
and Beer ſold in the city of E 


the purpoſes therein eu. d, 
continuing payment of, the © Pi 


toms there, and for maki 
+  effeQtual,” the ſaid duties, Shen rouge 
5 further term of nineteen years from 
1 the expiration of the ſaid laſt recited 40 ; and 
pere alſo extended to the ſeveral Brewers 

i Within the par iſhes of Saint Cuthbert's, the 
| Canongate, and South and N orth Leith: And 
| whereas, by an act paſſed in the t venty-fiſth 
Vea of his late majeſty king: George the Se- 
cond, intituled, An act for enlarging the term 
"oa nec A by Meer ads.of the n ad 


1 IN : | continuing | 
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9 ht 
the rendes of the term ee 


And whereas the revenue grant- 
ed by the faid acts has been faithfully applied 
ſes thereby directed, yet the ſame 
eaſed ſince the commencement 
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| of che able ik which th gran 


ande . 
ntracted upon the credit of the ſaid 
| duties wude Hirther >cominuation. oof the 


Be Wente e King's moſt 
excellent Majeſty, by and with the advice and 
conſent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
and Commons in this preſent Parliament af- 
ſembled, and by the authority of the r 
that the rates, duties, and impoſi 
payable by the ſaid Act of the tw 
of his late Majefty' s reign, upon all Ale _ 
Beer brewed „ brought in, vended, tapped, or 
fold, within the faid city of Edinburgh, 
- fuburbs, or liberties: thereof, and alſo within 
all or any of the pariſhes of Saint Cuthbert” 3 
_ Canongate, South and North Leith, thall, f 
and after the expiration of the term nano 
by che ſaid Act of the twenty-ſiſth year of 
his late Majeſty, be further continued, collect- 
dead, wade made payable to the Lord SO - 
iſtrates, : and Council of the ſaid city of 
Edinburgh, and their fucceſſ for the time 
5 for and during the further. tem of 
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in e aforefaid ats, Ae ae 7 
| ſhall be altered by this preſent act), ſhall be in 
full force and effect from the expiration of the 
aforeſaid; act pe ors b. fifth 


-fiſth e his late Majeſty 


and every. Brewer within ao af 
_— the MP c 
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ack. of the ſaid 
duty trade: the panes } drool, from time to: 
time, for ſuch quantities of - Ale and Beer ſo 
to be.confuined mithin-the af orel: dealt and: 
certificate, and upon ah if requit ired. 
y the collector of the ſaid duties, as well: by: | 
the Brewer as the Retailer: Provided alſo, 
That all and every ſuch Brewer ſhall ſell and 
diſpoſe of uch Ale and Beer, ſo to be conſum- 
ed within the aforeſaid caſtle of Edinburgh,” 
and Pierſhill barracks,” at a price lower than 
dhe common ſelüng pee, by at leaſt: the 
amount of the duty ſo to be drawn back, 
and to be aſcertained by a like certificate.” 
from the Brewer and Retailer; any thing 1 in 
chis preſent or any former act to the 
contrary notwithſtanding : And, whereas, by 
the aforeſaid: act of the twenty- fiſth year of 
his late Majeſty, the Ale and Beer vended in 
the caſtle of Edinburgh was only exempted 
from payment of the aforeſaid duties, notwith-. 
- fanding doubts have been made relative to the. 
Precincts of Holyroodhouſe being ik ewiſe ex- 
empied, ſuch exemption having been made in 


| | former acts: Be it therefore enacted by hes. 


authority e, That, from and after Lale 
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as e Rk ot | / metths the Brewers with- At 


North Leith, without payment of any duty; 


7 unleſs previous notice be given to the Magiſ- : 
trates of Edinburgh, or their collectors, in man- 
ner mentioned in the ſaid act, all ſuch Ale and : 
Beer; ſhall be forfeited, and that it ſhall be law- $ 
fiſ- ; 

cate, ſell, and diſpoſe thereof, and apply the 


ful for the Magiſtrates of Edinburgh to o 


produce, one moiety to the ſeizure- maker, and 


the remainder to be applied i in the ſame way 
and manner as the produce of the aforeſaid 


ee of the aforeſaid duty, 
ig in any former acts to the contrary 
notwithſtanding : And be it further ' enaQted 
by the authority aforeſaid,” That in addition to 
the penalties mentioned in the aforeſaid: act of 
the ninth year of his late Maj eſty, relative to 
| Brewers or other perſons” importing or ſelling 
any Beer or Ale within the ſaid city, ſuburbs; 1 
or- liberties thereof, or within the ſaid pariſhes 
of Saint Cuthbert's, Canongate, South and 
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PR a e to the Pas of Edinburgh of jones al 
SET I OR ng e 


5 


" Gillings per Lak which any, by an * 


of the twenty- fifth year of his preſent NMajeſ- | 
made 


_ ty's reign, was confined to the 
uſe of by Vintners and Vieuallers: Be it 
therefore enacted, by the authority aforeſaid, 


That all Engliſh Ale and Beer, brought into 
and conſumed within the aforeſaid precincts, 
dent of the aforeſaid 
8 duty of two pennies Scots on the pint, except- | 
ing only ſuch quantities for which the afore- - 
faid duty of twelve ſhillings the hogſhead ſhall 


ſhall be ſubjected in payme 


be paid by the aforeſaid Vintners and Victu- 
allers: And be it further enacted by the au- 
thority aforeſaid, 'That'the annual payments, 
which were awarded by the arbiters by virtue 
of the ſaid act of 
Majeſty's reign, to be paid to the prop 


| of the pariſhes of Saint Cuthbert's, La eg 
South and North Leith, ſhall continue to be 
paid to the ſaid proprietors, during the conti- 


nuance of this preſent act, in'the ſame man- 


ner, and under the ſame regulations, as by the 
faid act is directed and preſcribed: And be it 
further enacted, by the authority aforeſaid, 
That nothing in this act contained ſhall ex- 
tend, or be conſtrued to extend, to' empower 
the faid CHAS Provoſt, r Magilirmos, and Town 
Council, 


the ninth year of bis late 


"Cad, 


ereaſe the preſent capital debt, upon the credit 


of the ſaid duties by this preſent act continued 


and made payable. And be it further enacted by 
the authority aforeſaid, That the Magiſtrates and 
TownCouncil of the ſaid city for the time being, 
ſhall, upon tke Which ſhall be in the 
year of our hard make up a full, com- 
You! and perfect ſtate of all the money which 
ſhall have ariſen, and been received, -by and 
from the ſaid duties granted by the ſaid for- 
mer acts, and this prefent act, of all ſums, of 
money laid out from time to time, for the ſe- 
veral purpoſes in the ſaid former acts, and 
this preſent act mentioned, and of what debts 
ſhall be then owing on account of the ſaid 
former acts, and this preſent act, to the end 
chat it may appear if any overplus money 
ſhall remain, and in caſe any ſhall remain, the 
ſame ſhall be laid out and applied with the 
: approbation of the overſeers for the time be- 
ing, in ſuch manner as directed by the ſaid act 
of the ninth year of his ſaid late Majeſty. 
And, be it further enacted, and declared, That 
the annual payments with which the ſaid du- 
7 1s burdened al continue and endure only 
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